Call of Duty: Veterans Join the 99 Percent

November 02, 2011 | Blog Post
i i : 11-11-11is not a variant of
Herman Cain’s much-
touted 9-9-9 tax plan, but
rather the date of this
year’s Veterans Day. This is
especially relevant, as the
U.S. has now entered its
second decade of war in
Afghanistan, the longest
war in the nation’s history.
U.S. veterans of the Iraq
and Afghanistan wars are
appearing more and more
on the front lines—the
front lines of the Occupy
Wall Street protests, that

Occupy Oakland Prepares for General
Strike as War Veterans Organize Day of .
Action at Occupy Camps LIBERATE DAK| AND
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Protesters in
Oakland, California,
are launching a
citywide general
strike today that will
include an attempt to
shut down the
nati onbustestf i f t h
shipping port. The
strike is expected to
draw thousands of
people to downtown

- b5 ) Oakland, many
responding to police attacks last week on nonviolent protesters with Occupy Oakland, including
two-time Iraqg War veteran Scott Olsen. During the strike, protesters intend to picket banks,
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businesses, schools, libraries, and any employers who try to reprimand striking workers. "What
this general strike is all about is this: this is a call to working people, not only throughout the
United States, but throughout the world, to retract their labor.

- The only time that working people
can gain the attention of the bosses
or the ruling class is when we
withhold our labor," says Clarence
Thomas of the International
Longshore and Warehouse Union
Local 10. "This is a fight-back
moment." We also speak with Boots
Riley of the hip-hop group The
Coup. "This general strike puts some
teeth to the slogan that 'We are the
99 percent.' | tnot®nly that we
are the 99 percent and that they
are the one percent;
one percent gets all of their wealth
by exploiting the 99 percent,"
Boots Riley says. "And we want to
show people that they can take it
back if they want to." Meanwhile, in
New York City, members of Iraq Veterans Against the War are planning to march in their military
fatigues from Vietnam Veterans Plaza to Zuccotti Park, the heart of the Occupy Wall Street
movement. "It’s clear that veterans are part of the 99 percent. Veterans, when they leave the
military, are much more likely to face unemployment and homelessness," says Jose Vasquez of
Iraq Veterans Against the War. "Many people are forced to reenlist because they’re facing a tough
economic situation." Vasquez says they are encouraging veterans across the country to join their
local Occupy protests.

the only solution is
WorldRevolution

Iraq War Vet Hospitalized with Fractured
Skull After Being Shot by Police at Occupy
Oakland Protest

October 27, 2011 | Story

Thousands of people reclaimed the Occupy Oakland encampment in front of City Hall Wednesday after
police dispersed them twice on Tuesday — first in a pre-dawn raid on the camp and 12 hours later at night
when protesters attempted to retake the park — using beanbag projectiles and tear gas. Many protesters
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expressed outrage over of the injury of Oakland protester Scott Olsen, a 24-year-old Iraqg War veteran
whose skull was fractured by a projectile fired by police Tuesday night. He is hospitalized in critical
condition and is reportedly under sedation by doctors monitoring his injury. We speak to Jesse Palmer, an
Occupy Oakland protester who helped move Olsen to safety, and to Aaron Hinde, a close friend of Scott
Olsen and a fellow member of Iraq Veterans Against the War. One of Olsen’s other friends, Adele
Carpenter, told Reuters, "The irony is not lost on anyone here that this is someone who survived two
tours in Iraq and is now seriously injured by the Oakland police force."

Aaron Hinde talked about why Olsen joined the Occupy Oakland movement: "He was a very motivated and
dedicated individual. And he believed in the Occupy movement, because it’s very obvious what’s happening
in this country, especially as veterans. We’ve had our eyes opened by serving and going to war overseas."

Glenn Greenwald on Occupy Wall Street,
Banks Too Big to Jail and the Attack on
WikiLeaks

The prominent political and legal blogger Glenn Greenwald comments on the growing Occupy Wall Street
movement. "What this movement is about is more important than specific legislative demands. It...is
expressing dissent to the system itself," says Greenwald. "It is not a Democratic Party organ.

It is not about demanding that President Obama’s single [jobs] bill pass or anything along those lines. It is
saying that we believe the system itself is radically corrupted, and we no longer are willing to tolerate it.
And that’s infinitely more important than specific legislative or political demands." Greenwald also
discusses the possible shutdown of the online whistleblower website WikiLeaks due to a "financial
blockade" led by MasterCard, Visa and PayPal.

"The reason why all these companies cut off funds is because the government pressured and demanded
that they do so," Greenwald says. "So, no due process, no accusation of criminal activity. You could never
charge WikiLeaks with a crime. They’re engaged in First Amendment activity. And the government has
destroyed them through their pressure and influence over the private sector... WikiLeaks has shed more
light on the world’s most powerful factions than all media outlets combined, easily, over the last year, and
that’s the reason why they’re so hated."



